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A note from the principal

Perspective. I once had a college professor who said, “Perspective is reality.” After some
debate and much thought, I began to see his point. One’s perspective is their reality…. At
least until presented with the facts/thoughts of the other. Perspective-taking is the ability to
understand another’s thoughts, feelings, and point of view. When we are able to use this
skill, we are able to build our own social awareness. Those who learn these skills are then
better able to interpret the needs of others, demonstrate empathy, and be critical thinkers
regarding social situations and relationships all while engaging in personal problem solving.
These skills are hard for adults and children alike. So, how can we help teach our children
to understand other perspectives? Talk to them about what they see from their perspective
regarding problems they may be facing. Ask them questions about how their perspective
and others’ are similar or different. Read about people from different countries, states, or
cultures and discuss how growing up in different places forms one’s perspective and
worldview. Join me this month in some reflection, practice, and growth in the area of social
awareness. ~ Dr. Hunt

Attendance
Facts
●
●
●

Participation in early education programs, like preschool and Head Start, lead to better
attendance in kindergarten.
Starting in kindergarten, missing 10% of school (or just 2 days every month) can make
it harder to learn to read and cause children to fall behind in school.
Good attendance, whether class is held in person or remotely, can help children do
well in school, and eventually in the workplace and in college.

January attendance stats:
Elementary - 87%
High School - 81%

Strategies to help your child
stay Healthy and Engaged!
●

●

●

●

●

Monitor your child’s attendance and
participation; and contact the teacher to
address any concerns.
Make sure your child wears a mask, as
needed, gets the flu vaccine and other
required shots.
Find out if your child feels safe from
bullies. Make sure that school discipline
policies don’t lead to your child
becoming disengaged or pushed out of
school. If these are problems, work with
your school to find a solution.
If your child seems bored or anxious
about school, talk to teachers, school
counselors, or other parents for advice
on how to make them feel comfortable
and excited about learning.
Ask for help when you need it. School
staff, after-school program providers,
and other parents or community
agencies are available to help families
access online learning, obtain food or
housing and address other experiences
that make it difficult to attend and
participate.

Taken from attendanceworks.org handouts for families

Help your student develop a growth
mindset!

A Super Simple Activity to teach
perspective-taking skills to your
children!
For this perspective taking activity, you'll need:
●
2 chairs
●
2people
Both people sit in a chair, facing each other.
One person (person A) says, "Tell me what you
see behind me," and the other person
(person B) names a few objects that they
can see.
If you want to be more specific and concrete,
you can say, "Name two (three, four, etc.)
objects you see behind me."
Now it is person B's turn to ask person A to
describe or name the objects that they see
behind person B.
Both people will likely respond with different
objects because they are each seeing the
room from their own unique position in the
room. They are simply sharing what they
see from their point of view and perspective.
For example, person A might see a poster
and a window while person B might see a
stack of books on a table and a bowl of fruit.
Next, both people switch chairs.
●
Once seated in the opposite chair, both
people can begin to see the room from the
other person's perspective and position in
the room. They start to see the objects that
they couldn't see previously because they
now sit in a different position and have a
different point of view.

Reminders
Did you know?
Mask and Face-Shield Policy

Wednesday,
February 3, 2021
is WORLD READ ALOUD DAY?
Sunday,
February 14, 2021
Is VALENTINE’S DAY!
Monday,
February 15, 2021
Is PRESIDENT’S DAY! NO
SCHOOL!!!!
BOOK FAIR - Feb. 16-19 in the
Library! Look for flyers!

According to the guidelines set forth by
the DOH and OSPI, all students 5 years
old and older, staff, volunteers, and guests
must wear face coverings in K-12 settings.

If your child
is sick - stay
home!
A fever is
100.4
degrees.

If a cloth mask can not be worn, an
alternative face shield may be worn
instead. If the alternative cannot be worn,
students will need to remain home and
continue distance learning.

Attendance
Our current school day times are:
Monday’s - 9:25-1:00
Tuesday - Friday - 8:25-1:00
If at any time your child is not attending school (virtually or in person) please contact the
school office.
The Northport School District plans to extend the school day to 3:00 pm on Monday, March 8,
2021. This is the first day of the 3rd Trimester. Please make a note of it!

