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Dear Parents, 
 
I hope this week finds you relaxed and optimistic about the weeks to come. Remember the teachers, 
staff and the administration are here to help you, lend guidance if needed and support. “We are in this 
together”, I love that saying, please take it seriously, and lean on us if you need to. 
 
  
More Good News: 

         PBS TV Station: 
o   The PBS station is offering student educational nature and history programs throughout 
the day. If you need a little break both you and your student can watch one of these shows 
and then discuss the contents. Discus what was learned, what was most interesting and 
why, and a concept that would be interesting to do more research on.  Then have your 
student spend time doing some research and talk about what they learned. 
 

         AT&T: 

o    For 60 days AT&T will not terminate services due to inability to pay. 

o   They will waive late payment fees and keep public Wi-Fi hotspots open for anyone who 
needs them. 

o   Service will offer unlimited internet data and offer access for limited income households 
at $10 a month through “Access from AT&T program”. 
o   Please contact your AT&T provider for information and applications. 
 

         Comcast: 
o   Comcast is providing hotspots for anyone who needs them for free, including non-
subscribers. 
o   Data plans will be paused for 60 days, which will give all customers unlimited data for no 
additional charge. 

o   No late disconnects or late fees for those who contact the company. Internet Essentials, 
Comcast broadband adoption program, is free to customers. 

o   Please contact Comcast for more information. 
 

         Online Libraries: 
o   Renaissance myON Reader – is a student-centered personalized literacy 
environment that gives student access to more than 6,000 enhanced digital books. Titles are 
matched to student’s interests, grade and Lexile reading level. Free for students. Please 
contact your student’s teacher for their Lexile reading level. 
o   Vooks – A kid-safe, ad-free streaming library of read-aloud animated storybooks. 
Students can also stream books. The first month is free after that it is $4.99 a month. 
o   Stevens County Library – If it might be possible to check out ebooks or books for 
your Kindle. Log into https://thelosc.org/ go to e-books and audiobooks at the bottom of 
the page. 

https://thelosc.org/


  
Just a Reminder: 

         School LapTops – The laptops are to be used for school work only. 
o   Please look at your student’s history. When you are on the internet click the 3 vertical 
tabs in the upper right hand corner of the screen. Scroll down to history, click the history tab 
on the center of your screen. 
o   If your student has been on a blocked site Cindy Day will be notifying you. 
 

         School Attendance – Teachers will be calling, emailing or texting you a minimum of once a 
week. They will discuss student work, how you are doing and if you need any assistance. They will 
also want to talk to your student. This contact counts as a weekly attendance. One missed contact 
equates to your student missing 5 days of school. If you have not been in contact with your 
student’s teacher(s) please reach out to them this week. Thank You. 

   
         School Work – School work will be delivered and completed assignments will be picked up on 
Mondays with the meal delivery. If you are not receiving meals please prepare to pick up and drop 
off assignments on Monday at your regular bus stop. Email Rob Mawdsley 
rmawdsley@northportschools.org to find out when the car will be at your bus stop. 

  
         K-8 –It is important that your student continues their learning during the school closure. NWEA 
is the publisher of the MAP assessments. MAPs is the assessment Northport students take three 
times a year. Since 2018 they have been conducting research on student summer learning loss. 

Megan Kuhfield’s, “Summer Learning Loss, What We Know and What We’re Learning,” 
https://www.nwea.org/blog/2018/summer-learning-loss-what-we-know-what-were-learning. 
Accessed April 13, 2020.  Her article summarizes the summer learning loss as: 

  
  

” But a more sobering trend is the pace of summer learning loss, which we 
calculated by estimating the ratio of summer loss to school-year gains for each 
grade. In the summer following third grade, students lose nearly 20 percent of their 
school-year gains in reading and 27 percent of their school-year gains in math. By 
the summer after seventh grade, students lose on average 36 percent of their 
school-year gains in reading and a whopping 50 percent of their school-year gains 
in math. In other words, summer learning loss increases with age through 
elementary and middle school – a troubling trend that should be examined 
further.” 

  

With the closure of schools, due to the COVID 19, NWEA conducted a new research 

projecting the possible student learning loss. NWEA predicted reading loss would be similar 

to the summer learning loss. In math, however, they predicted the loss could possibly be 

from 50% to losing a full year of math growth. Beth Tarasawa, “COVID-19 School Closures 

Could Have a Devastating Impact on Student Achievement,” 

https://www.nwea.org/blog/2020/covid-19-school-closures-could-have-devastating-impact-

student-achievement. Accessed April 13, 2020.  
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To prevent or reduce the student learning loss we all must do our part in keeping students academically 

engaged. 
  

         HS Students: HS students need to earn credits in their third trimester courses. In order for 
this to happen, it is imperative they complete their assignments and turn in their work. Please check 
their work, have them place it in the provided manila envelope and turn it in on Mondays. 
 

         Seniors: Many seniors still need to complete third trimester courses to earn all their credits in 
order to graduate. Again, it is critical that the students complete their assignments and turn them in. 

o   On a Positive Note: We are planning a graduation celebration. We are unsure of the 
date or time, but we have a couple of options that we are thinking about. We are also 
unsure if there will be a set capacity for social events.  For now, if you are sending out 
graduation notifications put TBD on the date and time. 
 
 
 

Thank You,  
 
 

Terry Carlson 

Northport Schools 
 
 
"Northport School is an innovative school that will inspire lifelong success by empowering students with 
knowledge, skills and opportunities" 
 


